
  Katarina Thorsen In All Probability Ch. 5 

 80 

Chapter 5 CRIME SCENE 

 

Stanley Park1 was established by the City of Vancouver 

in 1911.  The general population of the Lower Mainland- 

adults and children, as well as tourists, homeless and 

squatters- have always frequented the location.  Since its 

inception, the park has been a center of leisure activities 

including outdoor theatre, golf, lawn bowling, rose 

gardens, beaches, tennis, fountains, lagoons, restaurants.  

In 1943, a Naval Reserve was opened on Deadman’s Island.  

The park also hosts a zoo and the Children’s Miniature 

Railway (which was open to the public in 1947).  Lion’s 

Gate Bridge (north of the crime scene) was opened in 1938.  

The park can be reached by trams, buses, cars, bicycles and 

by walking.  There are a number of walking trails in the 

rich evergreen forest and a pedestrian/cyclist seawall 

around the circumference. Stanley Park is connected to the 

North Shore of the Lower Mainland via the Lion’s Gate 

Bridge. 

 

2 

                                                
1 “To the use and enjoyment of people of all colours, creeds and customs for all time. - 
Lord Stanley, Governor General of Canada, in 1889, at the dedication of Stanley Park, 
Vancouver's first park.  Stanley Park is an evergreen oasis of 400 hectares (1,000 acres) 
close to the heart of Vancouver's downtown core. Its natural west coast atmosphere 
offering a back drop of majestic cedar, hemlock and fir trees embraces visitors and 
transports them to an environment rich in tranquility.” 
Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation (2003-2006) Vancouver Park Board Parks and 
Gardens, Welcome to Stanley Park, retrieved September 15, 2006 from 
http://www.city.vancouver.bc.ca/Parks/parks/stanley/index.htm 
2 Aerial photo of downtown Vancouver, BC and Stanley Park (start of the park- lower left) 
retrieved on October 16, 2006 from http://www.seestanleypark.com/ 
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 3 

 

A cartoon appearing in the Vancouver Sun Magazine 

Supplement on September 4, 1948 reflects the Stanley Park 

of Post World War II Vancouver. 

 
                                                
3 Aerial photo of downtown Vancouver, BC and Stanley Park retrieved on October 16, 2006 
from http://www.seestanleypark.com/ 
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The crime scene location was crudely illustrated in 

the original news coverage in 1953. The crime scene was 

described as follows: 

 

The Vancouver Province January 15, 1953 

Spot where the skeletons were found is 150 yards 

from the top of the hairpin bend on the main Park 

drive, 300 yards short of the junction with the 

Lions Gate bridge road. 

 

The Vancouver Sun January 15, 1953 

Actual discovery of the remains was made by 

Albert Tong, 2510 Eton, a Park Board employee for 

the past 15 years, who was working with a gang 

clearing brush about 100 yards off the main park 

driveway and about 500 yards from the causeway. 

 

The Vancouver Sun January 16, 1953 

The skeletons lay in thick undergrowth at a point 

100 yards from the upper hairpin turn of Park 

drive where it winds up from the waterfront to 

Lions gate Bridge commencement.  They were 50 

yards from the reservoir trail and only about 300 

yards from the bridge roadway itself. 

 

The Sun January 14, 1984  

Albert Tong was working with a city works party 

slashing brush in Stanley Park east of the 

entrance to the old fish hatchery, about 70 

meters down a hill toward Burrard Inlet… 
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4 From The Vancouver Province January 15, 1953 
5 From The Province March 20, 1998 
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A photo of the scene appears on the wall in the 

display at the Vancouver Centennial Police Museum.  A photo 

also appeared in The Province on October 17, 

1986

 
On February 10, 2004, the author visited the alleged 

crime scene location with Grant Rainsley, retired Vancouver 

Police Officer, and reporter, George Garrett.6  Fredrik 

                                                
6 For a transcript of Rainsley’s description of the scene, see PROLOGUE. 
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Thorsen documented the trip.  Rainsley was a Vancouver City 

mounted police for six years in Stanley Park and was shown 

the crime scene by original officer on the scene- Bill 

Lindsay.   The location of this scene differs significantly 

from the accounts in the newspapers.  Rainsley indicated 

that the location is on the Eagle and Chickadee Trail fork.  

Walking southwest on the Chickadee Trail, one comes across 

a large standing dead tree (snag), about 15 feet to the 

right off the trail.  It is surprisingly close to the 

walking trail. The tree was topped.  The author noted that 

the original crime scene photos indicated logging in the 

area, with cut logs strewn around.  The area is now 

overgrown with ivy.   Grant Rainsley commented how the 

trail is not a busy one and would have been even more 

desolate in the late 1940’s, early 50’s.  

 

 7 
 

                                                
7 Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation (2003-2006) Vancouver Parks Board and Gardens- 
Stanley Park Overview Map (detail- PDF file), retrieved January 9, 2005 from 
http://www.city.vancouver.bc.ca/parks/parks/stanley/ 
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George Garrett, Grant Rainsley and Fredrik Thorsen at the alleged scene, February 2004 

 

 
Rainsley indicated that the remains were found at the base of the snag. Photo by Julian 

Bowers, 2004 
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Base of the snag as seen on February 11, 2004 

 

A memorial stone was placed at the foot of the snag on 

February 14, 2004 by the author and her family.  The site 

is tended regularly.  If the exact location of the crime 

scene can be verified, it is hoped that the City of 

Vancouver will install a memorial plaque.   

  
Inscription: “JAN. 15, 1953- IN MEMORY OF TWO SMALL BOYS FOUND AT THIS SPOT.  UNKNOWN BUT 
NOT FORGOTTEN.  FEB. 14, 2004” (made by author and her father, 2004) 
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On June 12, 2006, the author discussed the original 

crime scene with Parks Board Forestry Department workers 

(“Richard” and “John”) who were clearing trails and debris 

on the Eagle and Reservoir trails.  They felt the scene 

shown to the author by Rainsley was incorrect. They were 

actually quite passionate about the scene being in a 

location between Pipeline Road and the main Park drive.  

The three conflicting scenes appear on the map below: 

 

 
8 

 

This case features an outdoor crime scene- a scene 

exposed to the elements of nature. Point of contact (where 

the offender first approached or acquired the victims) is 

unknown.  The site where Albert Tong discovered the 

skeletal remains in 1953 has been considered the primary 

                                                
8 Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation (2003-2006) Vancouver Parks Board and Gardens- 
Stanley Park Overview Map (detail), retrieved July 4, 2006 from 
http://www.city.vancouver.bc.ca/parks/parks/stanley/overviewMap.htm 
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scene by law enforcement (the scene where an offender 

engages in majority of their attack/assault upon victims).  

This cannot be verified. Nor can it be established if this 

is a secondary scene (the location where some of the 

victim-offender interaction occurred but not the majority 

of that interaction).  The scene is a disposal site (a 

crime scene where the body is found). Exact coordinates of 

the primary scene and dumpsite in this case are difficult 

to establish due to changes in the geography of the park 

over time and the vague information provided by news 

accounts. 

 

When considering crime scene characteristics, there 

are general distinguishing features of the scene that 

illustrate an offender’s behavioral decisions regarding the 

victim and the offense location, and their subsequent 

meaning to the offender.  Due to the age of this case, the 

historical context in which the crime took place needs to 

be established when considering offender’s behavioral 

decisions.  There were activities in the park that occurred 

at the time that would place both victim and offender in 

that location. 

 

Stanley Park has a notorious past.  In recent years it 

has a reputation as the centre for illicit activity at 

night.  The drug and prostitution trades also have their 

foothold in the park.  In the 1940’s, the park was 

patrolled by mounted police (on horseback).  It still is.9  

As with any large city, there were many cases involving 

abduction, molestation, rape and homicides.  

                                                
9 “Since 1909, police officers on horseback have patrolled Stanley Park and the City of 
Vancouver… The Vancouver Police Mounted Squad has an authorized strength of six 
constables, one sergeant, two full-time civilian stable attendants and eight horses.”  
Retrived October 16, 2006 from http://www.mountedsquadhorses.com/ 
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10 

 

 

 

                                                
10 Armed Thug… The Vancouver Sun September 2, 1948; Girl Missing… The Vancouver Sun 
October 6, 1949;  Lover’s Lane… The Vancouver Sun November 9, 1949; Boy Hides… The 
Vancouver Sun September 2, 1949 
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The Stanley Park timeline is an appropriate background 

and lends itself to understanding the possible variations 

of the victim/offender relationship. An offender may have 

chosen the area as it attracted children due to the 

activities such as the zoo and the Children’s Miniature 

Railway.  The author feels that the opening of the 

Miniature Railway (south of the crime scene and linked to 

the scene by trails) in 1947 is significant as it may be 

one reason why the victims found themselves in that area.   

 

“The miniature railway leaves from “Stanley Park 

Junction” around a horseshoe shaped 3/4-mile 

right-of-way through a miniature tunnel, over a 

bridge, along the shore of a lake stocked with 

wild fowl, and bordered by Indian teepees, a 

forest fire lookout, and gold mining 

waterwheel...” (description from 1960’s) 

 

The author did “the walk” around the railway to the 

approximate crime scene area.  At a leisurely pace, with 

picnic and dog, this outing lasted 2 hours.  It is a quiet 

and isolating experience.  In fact, due to squatters in the 

park, it is not a comfortable experience once off the main 

trails.  If the offender was a stranger and came across the 

children in the park, access to the children is available 

at numerous locations.   

  

   



  Katarina Thorsen In All Probability Ch. 5 

 92 

 



  Katarina Thorsen In All Probability Ch. 5 

 93 

 

The author found it helpful to ask the following 

questions as suggested by Turvey (2002)11: 

 

• Who frequents the location and the surrounding area? 

• How can it be reached?  (vehicle, walking, hiking, 

airplane etc.) What is the terrain? 

• What is located at the scene?  What belongs there?  

• What activities normally occur in the crime scene? 

• What is the criminal activity like in the areas 

surrounding the scene? 

• Where is that scene located relative to the other 

crime scenes? 

• How did the offender get into the scene? 

(transportation, point of entry etc.) 

• Why did the offender choose that scene? (intentional, 

accidental, convenience etc.) 

• How well would an offender have to know the area to 

find the scene?  Is it a place that a stranger could 

notice just passing through, or does getting there 

require a level of familiarity? 

 

These questions are addressed throughout the 

investigation of this crime. The disposal site was a remote 

location (deep forest setting), yet very close to the city 

center.  At present, the trails are well marked and easily 

accessed. Bus route access to the park and Vancouver post 

World War II is discussed in other sections of this book.  

It would be of value to inquire with the Parks Boards and 

the City Archives the condition of the trails in the 

1940’s. 

                                                
11 Turvey, B. (2002). Criminal Profiling- An Introduction to Behavioral Evidence Analysis.  
(2nd Edition) San Diego, California: Academic Press. 
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In 1953, the police released their version of the crime, 

which they gleaned from the evidence left at the scene. 

 
The Vancouver Province April 15, 1953: 
 

In the cool twilight of a January afternoon 

about six years ago, a fur-coated murderer 

crashed a shingler’s hammer into the heads of two 

small unsuspecting children, laid their bodies 

between a rotting log and clump of maple in 

Stanley Park, and fled… 

This theory of the children’s death is a 

gruesome one. 

Detective Don McKay, head of the 

investigation team, and senior police officials, 

believe that either the children’s mother or a 

guardian struck them down from behind, covered 

their bloodstained bodies with her fur coat and 

then threw herself into the waters of nearby 

Burrard Inlet.   

They believe she struck the [younger 

brother] twice on the back of the head and then 

the [the older brother] once in the same spot.  

Then she tumbled the [younger brother] between 

the log and vine maple and dragged the [older 

brother’s]  body across his legs. 

Panic seized her when she found her shoe 

trapped between the [older brother’s] body and a 

log.  She jerked her foot free and leaving the 

shoe behind, ran from the spot… 
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The Vancouver Sun April 15, 1953: 
 

The two children whose skeletons were found 

in a leaf-mold grave in Stanley Park last January 

15 died under the blows of a small hatchet 

wielded by their mother or woman guardian. 

The woman then spread her cheap fur coat 

over the little bodies and fled in terror from 

the grisly scene, losing one of her shoes… 

Who are the two children who gaily tripped 

into Stanley Park four or five years ago, 

swinging their little lunch buckets? 

…Who is the woman who walked along the leaf-

strewn paths with them on that blustery day?  Was 

she carrying the murderous lather’s hatchet 

concealed under her coat, or did she find it at 

the scene of the crime just east of the entrance 

to the old fish hatchery near the bridge 

causeway? 

No one will probably ever know what the 

short, stocky, poorly-dressed woman had in mind 

as she led the youngsters to their doom like two 

Babes in the Woods. 

How long had she pondered her act?  Or did 

she kill the two under-nourished children in a 

sudden fit of depression… 

After the murder and before hurrying away 

from the scene the woman removed her fur coat and 

tucked it around the still forms.  She did this 

either out of compassion or to conceal them from 

the eyes of passersby…  


